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] ; ) . U.S. Department of the Interior
National Historic Site P

Curriculum Materials Grades 6-8 Student Activity: Readers’ Theatre: One-Act Play

1874 JOURNEY OF AN OFFICER'S WIFE
ON THE SAN ANTONIO-EL PASO ROAD

ONE-ACT PLAY
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In the summer of 1874, Colonel George L. Andrews, commander
of the Twenty-fifth U. S. Infantry—a Buffalo Soldier regiment,
returned to Fort Davis, Texas where he was serving as post
commander. Accompanying the colonel were his new wife, Emily,
and her teenage daughter, Maud, from a previous marriage.

In April of 1873, the colonel's first wife, Alice, had died in
S New York City. The colonel had remained back East to settle
her estate and to visit with his only son, George, a cadet at the United States Military
Academy at West Point. It was during this period that the colonel courted Emily.
The couple was married in Portland, Maine on May 13, 1874, and soon afterwards
the colonel began to make preparations for bringing his new family to the frontier.

The Andrews party journeyed by ship to the Texas coast and then by rail to Austin--
which, at the time, had a population of 12,000. At Austin, an escort of Buffalo
Soldiers (25" Infantry, the colonel’s regiment) from Fort Davis met them. Under
the command of Lieutenant Henry Landon, the escort contained two non-
commissioned officers (NCOs), ten troopers, three six-mule teams, four mules for
the “private ambulance of Colonel Andrews, and the necessary camp equipage.”

They traveled to Fort Davis along the Austin-Fredericksburg stage road and the San
Antonio-El Paso Road. Mrs. Andrews and Maud rode in an army ambulance, which
was a common form of transportation for officers’ families at the time; it was a stout
wagon with leather seats and a canvas top. A light wagon carried their servants, and
there were other army wagons to carry the family’s household goods—including a
piano. They departed Austin on Aug. 10 and arrived at Fort Davis on September 8.
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The second Mrs. Andrews kept a detailed diary of her journey from Austin to Fort
Davis written in the form of a letter to her father. In the diary, Mrs. Andrews
described many of the experiences common to military wives on the frontier after
the Civil War. Mrs. Andrews viewed the frontier through the eyes of a middle-class,
eastern-raised woman, and her account provides an interesting picture of the late
19th-century West. Her original forty-three page diary is preserved in the Barker
Texas History Center at the University of Texas.

To piece together a historical story, historians use many different items. Below are
some primary sources that tell us about Colonel and Mrs. Andrews.

At eleten o’clock yestemny morning Mrs
Emily R Brown, daughter of Hon. H. K. Oli-

ver of Salem, and daughter-in-law of Houn. J.
B. Brown of this city. was married to.Colounel.

George L. Andrews, of the 25th Iofantry, U.

S. A. At the conclusion of the ceremory the

newly married couple started on a weddmg

T MARRIED. !

In this city,. May. 13 at St. Luke’s  Cathedral, b
Rev. Chas, ﬁ ]:layeu. Geo. L. Andrews, Col.- 2511v1
Intantry, U, S. A,, and Mrs. Emily K. Browr..

- In Woolwich,May 2, A.'Ifred. .B Pughard and Miss
Clara M. Crooker.:

In Bath, May 11; Robert Holmes of Bath ‘and Mar-

garet A Howe of Gardiner.

tour up the Hudson

Portland Daily Press, May 14, 1874
Page 2

Portland Daily Press, May 14, 1874
Page 3

1. The above articles are wedding announcements for Colonel Andrews and Emily
Brown. Old newspapers often give historians information about people in history.
Read both wedding notices from a newspaper in Portland, Maine, and make a list of
things you have learned about Colonel and Mrs. Andrews.

2. The next two pages are copies of a letter that the new Mrs. Andrews wrote to her
father in Maine, telling him about her trip to Texas. These letters and entries
from her diary help to give us a picture of life and travel to Texas in 1874. Have
you ever kept a diary or journal? Staple several sheets of paper together or use a
notebook, begin your journal and write a journal entry telling about a day in your
life.

3. Everyone loves stories. Many authors and playwrights take historical events
from primary sources and create a story or play everyone can enjoy. The
following play was written by Mary Williams, National Park Service historian at
Fort Davis National Historic Site. With your classmates, produce and present this
play for your class or another class. Use props or costumes, if you like. Have
fun making history come alive!
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